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In many countries around the world, it is common for the state to ask its citizens if
they will volunteer to be organ donors. Now, organ donation is one of those issues that
bring out strong feelings from many people. On the one hand, it’s an opportunity to turn
one person’s loss into another person’s salvation. But on the other hand, it’s more than a
little perplexing to be making plans for your organs that don’t involve you. It’s not
surprising, therefore, that different people make different decisions, nor is it surprising
that rates of organ donation vary considerably from country to country. It might
surprise you to learn, however, how much cross-national variation there is. In a study
conducted a few years ago, two psychologists, Eric Johnson and Dan Goldstein, found
that ( X ) at which citizens consented to donate their organs varied across different
European countries, from as low as 4.25 percent to as high as 99.98 percent. ®What was
even more striking about these differences is that they weren’t scattered all over the
spectrum, but rather were clustered into two distinct groups — one group that had
organ-donation rates in the single digits and teens, and one group that had rates in the

high nineties — with almost nothing in between.
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that they weren’t scattered all over the spectrum, but rather were clustered into two

distinct groups — one group that had organ-donation rates in the single digits and
teens, and one group that had rates in the high nineties — with almost nothing in
between.
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